Cleveland, Simeone Remembered at Alumni Conference by Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
News Center News Articles Collection
2010-02
Cleveland, Simeone Remembered at Alumni Conference
Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/50963
Cleveland, Simeone Remembered at Alumni Conference
chds.us/c/item/668
Former students Karen Cleveland and Matthew Simeone Jr. were memorialized at this year’s Alumni Conference by
their respective cohorts.
In memory of their deceased colleagues, their cohorts presented donated books to the Dudley Knox Library as well
as donating a memorial plaque.
Cleveland, a member of cohort 302/303 was remembered for her sharp intellect and sense of humor, as well as
being a sports fan. She passed away June 20, 2009.
Simeone, a member of cohort 601/602, was remembered as an innovative law enforcement officer whose
contributions will impact the profession for years to come. He passed away March 27, 2009.
"Words cannot begin to express the impact Matt had on his classmates and community," said Jeff Westling. "The
nation, the state of New York and Nassau County will forever reap the benefits of Matt’s research."
Lai Sun Yee recalled Cleveland’s passion for learning and being in the CHDS program.
"She was very enthusiastic," Yee said. "She had a great sense of humor and a keen intellect."
Cleveland was an Acting Branch Chief, Policy, Training and Evaluation Branch, Operations Directorate, at the
Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta. She died from a hereditary condition known as Frontotemporal Dementia.
Her sister, Kathy Cleveland Ball, said Karen was ever-dedicated to her professional life.
"Karen was so proud of her work," Kathy Cleveland Ball said. "Her work was her life. She loved her time at FEMA,
on Capitol Hill and at the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta."
Cleveland was also proud to be in the CHDS program, colleagues said.
"The last years of her productive life were spent hearing, learning and thinking and growing and serving," her sister
said. "I appreciate her last years were here, doing something she loved so much."
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Simeone, a 24-year veteran of the Nassau County (N.Y.) Police Department, passed away due to pancreatic cancer,
six months after his CHDS graduation. His thesis centered on using virtual public-private partnerships to gather
intelligence in order to enhance intelligence-led policing programs such as the one in his home agency, the Nassau
County Security/Police Information Network (SPIN).
"He knew he was touching on a subject that was in its infant stage, but needed to be incorporated into the police
homeland security departments in order to be proactive," said his wife, RoseAnn.
Prior to his passing, Simeon was able to witness the early stages of his vision coming to fruition.
"Matt knew then that his hard work paid off and his plans for a 21st Century police department were in motion,"
RoseAnn Simeone said.
A plaque was donated to be displayed in Watkins Hall on the Naval Postgraduate School Campus in honor of
Cleveland and Simeone.
Inscribed on the plaque is a quote from the 19th Century Scottish poet Thomas Campbell: "To Live in Hearts We
Leave Behind is Not to Die."
The book donated in memory of Simeone was "Intelligence-Led Policing" by Jerry H. Ratcliffe; the book in
Cleveland’s honor was "The Law of Emergencies: Public Health and Disaster Management by" Nan D. Hunter.
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